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By Iack Beardwood

Tyler Conti used shots of his
favorite places in Los Osos
‘and a tale about the ancient
Chumash Indians to win a His-

tory Film Award that was shown
at the San Luis Obispo Interna— '

tional Filin Festival.

‘The film is titled, “Chumash -

Indian Grounds.” The South

‘County Historical Society, the -

San Luis Obispo County His-

‘torical Society, and the Califor--

nia PTA sponsored the contest.

‘I This year’s theme was ‘My ‘

Favorite Place,” and the Los Osos

I.OMS Student Wms Fllm Award

“Not as many problems, no.

global warmmg and holes in the

“ozone layer.”
He made the ﬁlm “as an.
assignment for a digital com-
munications class. “If you actu-*

ally entered the film in the film
festival it was-an automatic. ‘A’
for the class,” said Tyler.:

" est things was editing it out, like

1 Middle School student took top

1 prize.

Tyler said his ﬁlm is basical-

| ly a history ‘of the Chumash’
I Indians and “different scenes -

that were some of my favorite

: places in Los Osos, just like by

the bay and a few woody areas.”
He said they lived in harmo-
ny with the environment. “They

' | were not as dependent. upon

technology as we are now.”

‘When asked what the world

would be like today if the area’s

occupants lived more like the -

ancient Churnash, he replied, -

finding what parts to keep and -
what parts to kmd of just leave:
“behind.”

- Tyler credited teacher Greg

. Wilcox for helping with the
film’s quality;, “He was great,”
said Tyler. “He helped me a lot -
with my project, with-the edit- -

ing, finding things that would
Iook good and mformmg me

‘that shouldn’t be using the first. .
person when I was saymg ‘

thmgs

Tyler had big time butterﬂles :

when they played his short film

at the Film Festival. “There was =

afew thlngs that we tried to edit

out, but ended up hearlng any-.

“Harford. - : '
Meanwhlle, Tyler said he has:
no aspirations of becoming the
_ next Cecil B. DeMille. His inter="
ests are athletic — he enjoys
“track, cross country and playmgvf

. way, Wthh was kind of embar-
“rassing,” he said. “We could hear

footsteps while walking with the

-camera” '
~Nevertheless, he bagged hlS» :
" ‘A along with $50 in prize mon-

ey.

tary to focus on,” said Wilcox. “I

was pleased to see that,as ahis- =

tory teacher. I think he did an

~-excellent job of piecing together

some historical ‘photos with -
present day music. Tyler is’
mature for a middle school stu--

dent and quite creative.”

Wilcox said the hlstorlcal ‘
_society is asking him to encour-
“age his students to do -doeuf-i.
mentaries on the history of Avi--

- la Beach, including the Union
Oil clean- -up project, th fishing

industry and com

SOCCET.

'1n¢ludes a
- history .

- resource

will focus §
S ‘ - on projects
" “I was -impressed. that he
~_selected an historical documen-
Making a film is not easy, as -
Tyler dttests. “Doing [shooting]-
it all in one day;” he said. “I’m a'
' procrastmator' g
“Probably one of the hard— :

-and adults. " |

- journalists

library and
center that .
for: both
children - -
“This
new.center |
will  offer
teachers,
students,
and

a wealth of Grounds.’

" materials -

on California history with an

empbhasis on south San Luis

OblSpO County history;” accord-

1_ng to a press release. -
"~ 1The library and resource
“center will be available to stu-
dents and the community. Both -
. the South County Historical
- maker Jody Nelson. . R
The County Office of Edu- |
cation assisted by opening its .
computer lab to part1c1pat1ng-

Society-and the San Luis Obis-

po County Historical Society -
“-sponsored hands-on workshops -

Last year the Hlstoncal Soc1— .
ety opened a new facility, which’

last December to train county -

. youth in the art of digital story-

Submttted phow»
Vivian Krug, left, a member of the South County Historical -
Society Board of Directors and Craig Rock, right, Historical
Society Iibrary director, present a $50 prize to Tyler Conti ‘
researchers. for winning the History Film Award for his ‘Chumash lndlan_ i

telhng, a computer—based d1g1— kN
tal film editing system that is_ -
available with i inéxpensive soft— g
. ware.- : 4
Workshop presenters inclad- . -
.ed Professor Lou Rosenberg §
from Cal Poly’s College of Edu- -

cation and Sarnta Barbara film-

students as well
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