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The 2016 SCHS Calendars 
are still available. 
At Ruby’s House  

or 
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Email:   

info@SouthCountyHistory.org 
 

Visit our website 

www.SouthCountyHistory.org 
 

And like us on Facebook 

THE BARN 
HERITAGE HOUSE 

SANTA MANUELA SCHOOLHOUSE 
 Saturdays from 12n to 3 pm 
Sundays from 1pm to 3 pm 

 
PAULDING HISTORY HOUSE 

Is open: 
1st Saturday of the month  

From 1pm to 3 pm 
 

RUBY’S HOUSE 
(Pat Loomis History Library) 

Monday thru Friday  
From 1 pm to 5 pm 
(closed Holidays) 

 

Group tours of any 
 or all of the museums 

May be scheduled  
By calling 

805.489.8282 

SPECIAL HOLIDAYS  

MUSEUM HOURS 

DEC 20—25  CLOSED 
 

DEC 26          

HERITAGE HOUSE, BARN, 

SCHOOLHOUSE 

OPEN  12 TO 3 PM 
 

DEC 28  THRU  JAN 8    

 ALL MUSEUMS CLOSED 

 

 
 

JAN 9   

RETURN TO  

NORMAL SCHEDULES 
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President’s Message    It is an honor to again 
be associated with the Board of the South 
County Historical Society.  I have served as 
Membership Chairman and Treasurer in the 
past.  I would especially like to thank all of the 
current Board members for continuing in their positions 
to assist the Society. I understand Gary Hoving needed 
to devote more time to his other activities.  He has 
promised to again return to the Board if possible in the 
future.  In the meantime I will do my very best to fill his 

shoes.   v    As we start 2016, one of the big events 
will be the Annual Antique Show.  I would like to thank 
the committee chairman for their help in the past, 
especially Larry Turner and Ross Kongable who are 
instrumental in organizing the show each year.  Without 
members of our Society volunteering their time and 
various businesses within our community giving 
donations, it would be impossible to continue this 

event.  v  And to all our members, Colleen and I 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a 2016 filled with 

good health and happiness.                    Mike Drees 

Editor’s Note:   
     Our Heritage Press 
newsletter is published 
sometimes monthly, and 
we try to use this forum to 
bring local history to our 
members and friends. If 
you’ve noticed, lately we 
have been adding stories 
we feel  might be 
informative. We would 
appreciate your letting us 
know if you find this 
interesting, and if you have 
any suggest ions of 
different fields of interest, 
we will dig through our 

archives to bring them to 
you. 
  We are also looking for 
someone experienced with 
Microsoft Publisher, who 
might wish to become the 
Editor. 
   I have been doing this 
for 12 years, and being 88 
yo, it’s time new (and 
perhaps younger) blood 
assumed this joyful task. 
Average monthly effort is 
15 hours. 

     Ross Kongable 
              Membership Director 
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The Annual Sale was 
a huge success, thanks 
to many, many of you!   
We broke last year's 
record, which had also 
been a record breaker.   
Ross Kongable tells 
me I need to 
announce it in my best 
game show host 
manner.  We raised 
four thousand five 
hundred dollars !!! 
(Can you hear the 
cheering?) 

It is a long, hard 
slog, lasting most of 
October and requiring 
hours and energy from 
many, especially our 
Collections Committee 
(there's a reason we 
don't ever seem to 
catch up on our 'real' 
work). 

I try to thank 
everyone who works, 
but this year a special 
thank you goes to 
Sam Burton 

 who visited yard 
sales in upscale 
neighborhoods and 
offered to haul away 
their leftovers if they 
wanted to donate 
them to us.   They 
did.  He arrived at the 
Hall with his truck 
packed full, pulling a 

trailer stacked to 
overflowing.  It took 
us over three days to 
unpack and process 
everything he brought 
in. We had more 
'stuff' to sell this year 
than we've ever had. 

Sam also gets up in 
the dark on the day of 
the sale to mark off 
the driveway and 
parking in front of the 
Hall, and directs 
parking all day, both 
days.  I can't imagine 
trying this without 
him.   

Norma  Bur ton , 
worked for weeks as 
well as both days of 
the sale, also bringing 
in granddaughter 
Rebecca to help.  Sam 
and Norma also 
distribute our leftovers 
to thr i f t  stores 
throughout the 5-
Cities area. 

We couldn't have 
asked for more from 
our Board of Directors. 

  Vivian Krug made 
sure we had a 
presence on social 
media and the 
newspapers.  We had 
terr i f ic  coverage 
everyplace this year.   

Parliamentarian  

Eric &  Polly Nelson 
hauled and set up and 
brought a huge supply 
of nuts for snacks (and 
even made a special 
run to get me a coffee 
when I was desperate 
on Saturday).  

Norman Baxter set 
up our cash boxes 
before leaving town, 
while  

Ross Kongable did 
photos for KSBY on 
Saturday when Vivian 
had to be out of town.  
We had TV coverage! 

Linda Kime worked 
all week and all day 
both days and even 
brought chocolate 
c a k e  o n 
S und a y . . . k e e p i ng 
everyone happily on a 
sugar high. 

 Paul Provence came 
in whenever asked 
and even when not 
asked, hung out, 
hauled, showed up 
just to be sure we 
were okay. 

 Joe Swigert, also 
member of the 
Collections Committee 
is always there, doing 

(Con�nued on page 5) 
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what needs to be 
done while making 
sure the displays are 
as tasteful as a yard 
sale display can be.  I 
don't know what I'd 
do without his brain 
and instincts and 
determination to 'do it 
right. 

Mike Drees,  

our new President 
for 2016 works out 
front every year.  If 
anyone stops to look 
at anything on the 
street, Mike is there to 
talk to them, a 
s a l e s m a n 
extraordinaire. 

 MEMBERS: 

 My Collections 
Committee people:   

Susi Edington,  

Barbara Main, 

 Janet Baxter (our 
chief researcher on 
pricing), and our chief 
archivist,  

Berneda Cochran  

who puts in two full 
days cashiering and 

only once showed 
herself to be 'unclear 
on the concept.'   A 
man walked up on 
Saturday with two 
items that said, "Make 
Offer."    He asked her 
if she'd take $5 for 
them... She looked, 
wrinkled her nose and 
said, "Naw, $3 will be 
fine."    She then, after 
realizing what' she'd 
done, told me I could 
fire her.  Yeah right. 

Fred Wilson  

stopped by regularly 
to see what was 
needed.  He hauled 
traffic cones and 
bicycles, fixed a lock 
that was giving us 
trouble.   

Patti Cole  

spent days pricing 
and worked the sale 
both days.   

Bonnie Crawford 
priced and walked 
with Susi on Saturday, 
passing out fliers to 
the Village crowd.  
Edie Juck priced and 
helped cashier on 
Saturday.   

Lori Kroger  

took her place on 
Sunday.   

Colleen Drees  

joined in on Sunday. 

Barbara LeSage 
stopped during the 
week to help with 
pricing.   

Jon Mounts  

arrived on Saturday 
to deliver a donation 
and help set up.   And 
a thank you to former 
Curator  

Judy Turner 

who came when 
called to answer 
questions for us. 

 I try to tell everyone 
h ow  i n c r e d i b l y 
grateful I am for 
them.  We just 
couldn't, couldn't do 
it without so many 
people willing to pitch 
in.   

 Thanks to all!   

And a special thanks 
to all who gave so 
generously to make 
this such a success 

CURATOR   (Con�nued from page 4) 
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The Harloe Avenue street sign 
in Pismo Beach greets us as we 
traverse the downtown. Early 
maps show a different street 
named Harloe. The original 
paralleled the bluff north of 
Wadsworth Avenue. 

Flora and Captain Marcus 
Harloe and their children had 
several acres of land in the vicinity 
of present day Harloe Avenue. It 
was bounded by the County Road 
(now Bello Street) and the ocean, 
and included the point of bluff 
beside the ravine. They had a 
dance hall down on the beach by 
the wharf. Storms took their toll 
on the wharf, but the Harloes 
persevered. The Harloe road was 
along the bluff north of the old 
wharf site, where present day 
Cypress Street hangs tentatively 
on the bluff edge. In 1916, when 
the Harloe family subdivided their 
property, the road along the bluff 
was simply called "the driveway". 

Flora was one of the daughters 
of Isaac Sparks and his wife Maria 
de los Remedios Josefa Eayrs. 
Maria, whose grandmother's 
family was Tahitian and connects 
to the famous 'mutiny on the 
Bounty', was bom at sea off 
Bodega Bay and met Isaac in 
Santa Barbara. 

Isaac Sparks, who sold John 
Price his Rancho Pismo holdings, 
was born in Maine and came to 
Santa Barbara as a sea otter hunter 
in 1836. His adventurous life fills 
a book, and he, like John Price, 
spent some time behind bars for 
being an illegal alien in Alta 
California. 

Flora Sparks and Captain 
Marcus Harloe were married in 

1866 in Santa Barbara. Her father 
died the following year, leaving 
her part of Rancho Huasna. She 
was strong willed and was . m 
c:itri arch of the Harloes, who 
lived in San Francisco, on Huasna 
Rancho, and in Pismo Beach. 

She was a slender woman who 
liked lavishness and had a mind of 
her own. Fending for herself a 
great deal of time while her 
husband was aboard ship, she 
raised several children and made 
a lasting impression on all who 
knew her. Her children played 
piano and violin and her home 
was known for opulence and 
hospitality. It is said that Flora on 
occasion galloped her team of 
horses from Huasna to Arroyo 
Grande to arrive at church in a 
cloud of dust. She was also 
known to have walked into a bar 
and had a drink -- when 
unescorted ladies simply did not 
do that. 

Captain Marcus Harloe, born in 
Ireland, continued the Harloe 
seafaring tradition in commanding 
steamers up and down the 
California coast, calling at local 
wharfs. He held the highest 
license ever granted any master of 
vessels by the US government, 
which permitted him to inspect or 
command ships in any ocean. 
One schooner, which he brought 
to California from Providence, R.I., 
via the Straits of Magellan, was 
named the "Wild Pigeon". 

(Con�nued on page 7) 

Harloe Avenue and Cafe 

Royal  

By Effie McDermo, January 2008 
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He served as Harbormaster of 
San Francisco and was in the First 
California Guard, including a brief 
term as commander. He was 
elected to the State Legislature 
and served on the county Board 
of Supervisors. He took pride in 
his service as a school district 
trustee and Flora's dedication of 
land for the Huasna school house. 
After his illustrious seagoing 
career and years ranching in 
Huasna, he settled in the family 
home in Pismo on a parcel that 
Flora bought from John Price in 
1886. He was in charge of the 
May Day festivities in 1894 that 
featured the first Ferris Wheel on 
the beach. 

Son Marcus S. Harloe, a 
popular man like his dad, was 
also a sea captain. He served on 
the sea in the Spanish American 
War. He worked for a time for an 
oil company and listed himself on 
the 1908 register as a Pismo "oil 
man". Returning to the sea in 
WWI, he served meritoriously as 
Lt. Cmdr. Marcus S. Harloe, 
Captain of the USS Radnor. He 
a c h i e v e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
prominence in 1920 with his 
appointment as port agent for the 
US in Japan, overseeing all 
employees and activities of the 
United States shipping board in 
Japan. His brother George W. 
Harloe, also served in the Spanish 
American War, in the hospital 
corps in Manila. 

Captain Harloe built Cafe Royal, 
a dance hall on low pilings on the 
beach sand at the end of Main 
Street near the wharf, which he 

owned until his death in 1908 
and which his son George 
continued to oversee. For a time 
he ran an excursion steamer from 
the Pismo Wharf to the Port San 
Luis during busy tourist times. At 
times other locals, including 
Lewis, Dana and Govan, operated 
the business of the restaurant, bar 
and dance hall.  

At Cafe Royal the clams were 
fresh, the food was good, and the 
liquor flowed. John Price's 
daughter Manuela Walker made 
tamales. Live music and 
entertainment made for lively 
dancing and masquerades. The 
frivolities took place a few feet 
above the surf washing under the 
building except on those 
occasions when the waves 
crashed and washed the building 
away. 

Newspaper accounts recall 
occasional storm damage to the 
building and tell of Captain 
Harloe making repairs between 
breakers in a storm. Another 
time, they describe the bottles of 
liquor washing up on the beach, 
to be gathered up to rebuild the 
cafe. Another time tells of Captain 
Harloe driving new pilings to 
rebuild. 

In 1918 a fire burned 
everything but the player piano 
and cash register. That time there 
was $10,000 damage, but only 
$1,500 insurance. There was talk 
again of rebuilding, but maybe on 
higher ground. 

Margaret Harloe Elementary 
School in Arroyo Grande was 
dedicated to Margaret Phoenix 

HARLOE  (Con�nued from page 6) 

(Con�nued on page 8) 
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Price Anniversary House 

in Pismo Beach 

Mon-Fri 4-6 pm 

Or by appointment 

Call 

Effie McDermott 

805 . 773 . 4854 

Harloe in 1955, in honor of her 41 
years teaching elementary school. 
She was the daughter-in-law of the 
Flora and Captain Marcus Harloe. 

When you see the Harloe 
Avenue street sign in Pismo 
Beach, think of this colorful family 
and remember the generations of 
sea captains sailing the world, the 

Ferris Wheel on the beach, and the 
lively times at home at Cafe Royal 
down on the beach. 

It's just a little bit of the hidden 
history of Pismo Beach. 

 

Effie McDermott can be reached 
at 773-4854 or 

emcdermott@kcbx.net. 

HARLOE   (Con�nued from page 7) 

Eggless Eggnog Recipe 
This is one of the easiest recipes for Eggnog you will find. It is 
great for kids and adults, and for serving at parties. The vanilla 
pudding provides a rich texture and flavor. This recipe also avoids 
any problems with raw eggs or alcohol. The half cup of sugar is not 
absolutely necessary and can be left out, if desired.  
Ingredients 

8- cups milk 
1- 3 oz package of French Vanilla  
       Instant pudding 
1/2- cup sugar 
2- tsp vanilla 
1/2- tsp of nutmeg 
In a large bowl, mix the pudding with 1 cup of the milk. 
When pudding is set, add in the remaining ingredients and 
mix very well. Chill.  
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From a request for 
information from the 
Department of Parks and 
Rec rea t i on  i n  2008 
regarding the South County, 
and in particular Dr. 
Paulding of Arroyo Grande: 

v 

A  s u c c e s s f u l 
revolution in Mexico 
put the lands that had 
once belonged to the 
Spanish empire now in 
the hands of a brand 
n e w  M e x i c a n 
government. Over a 
period of ten years the 
Missions were required 
to turn over nearly all of 
their official duties and 
powers to the Mexican 
Pueblo, the local system 
of legislation.  

T h e  M e x i c a n 
Secularization Act of 
Ap r i l  1 7 ,  1 833 
inaugurated the period 
of wholesale disposition 
of mission lands 
through land grants. The 
basis for these baronial 
g r a n t s  wa s  t h e 
Colonization Act of 
1824 together with the 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
RegaImento of 1828. 
Obtaining a grant, the 
applicant was required 
to file a formal petition 
with the governor. 
According to the law, 
the petition had to 
contain a description of 

the desired grant; a 
declaration of no prior 
liens or attachments; 
assurance that the 
pet it ioner was a 
Mexican citizen; and a 
map that was called a 
diseno, in Spanish. 

This ushered in the 
period of the great 
"Californio" ranchos. The 
"Ca l i fo rn ios "  were 
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g 
inhabitants of Alta 
C a l i f o r n i a .  T he s e 
"Californios" included 
both the descendants of 
European settlers from 
Spain and Mexico, as 
well as Mestizos and 
local Native Americans 
who had been born in 
the new country. From 
the bay of San Francisco 
to San Diego, vast land 
grants were awarded. 

 Primarily, these land 
grants were developed 
into large cattle ranches. 
The portion that was the 
most sparsely settled of 
the entire coast was the 
newly organized San 
Luis Obispo County. The 
rancho period thrived 
and was catapulted into 
immense wealth by the 
discovery of gold in 
California in 1848 
through the sale and 
distribution of beef to 
tens of thousands of 
miners who invaded the 

gold fields. However, 
the end of the Rancho 
Period came with the 
great Drought of 1862-
64 that destroyed the 
cattle of the southern 
counties and the vast 
land grants were then 
up for sale. 

It was within this 
backdrop that Francis 
Ziba Branch settled in 
San Luis Obispo County 
in 1837, with many 
thousands of acres 
located in the Arroyo 
Grande Valley. Later, he 
added to his holdings 
the Pismo and Huer 
Huero tracts and raised 
vast herds of cattle and 
horses.  

The dry years of 1862
-1864 caused the loss 
of some 70,000 heads 
of cattle. He went on to 
hold many public offices 
in the county and was at 
one time one of the 
wealthiest men in the 
county.  

M r .  B r a n c h 
established the first 
school in Arroyo 
Grande, donating the 
land, erecting the 
building, securing the 
teacher, and paid all of 
the expenses the first 
year, after which he 
turned the school over 

(Con�nued on page 10) 

MEXICAN  LAND  GRANTS  
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to the county. The main 
thoroughfare of Arroyo 
Grande is named Branch 
Street in his honor. He 
set the foundation for 
other Anglo-American 
pioneers to further the 
development of the city 
and surrounding areas; 
and laid the cornerstone 
of an educational 
system. 

The Mexicans who 
settled on the large 
ranchos of the Californio 
Days that began with 
the secularization of the 
Missions in 1834 had to 
be largely self-sufficient, 
and this meant that 
every rancho had an 
herb garden. These 
herbs could be rubbed 
on wounds, made into 
plasters, or brewed into 
teas to treat a wide 
range of complaints. 
Even food, itself, was 
used as a medicine that 
could treat sinus 
problems, jaundice, and 
kidney ailments, to 
name a few. 

With the Gold Rush in 
1848, thousands of 
fortune seekers came to 
California and this led to 
statehood in 1850. This 
brought people from 
the entire world and 
from all cultures. As the 
rich strikes were 
eventually exhausted, 
the rush was no longer 

for gold, but for land. 
San Luis Obispo County 
in the 1850s and 1860s 
was an isolated and 
dangerous place. Life 
expectancy was 50 
years of age, typhoid 
and diphtheria were 
ever present and 
feared, ranching and 
farm work was never-
ending and exhausting, 
with many people taken 
"before their time" by 
poisonings, burns, 
explosions, runaway 
horses, and farm or 
mining accidents? 

 

Settlements slowly 
grew larger  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e 
agriculture-based towns 
of San Luis Obispo and 
Arroyo Grande, and the 
lumber and mining 
economy of Cambria. 
Among the new arrivals 
were those who would 
bring a different level of 
health care to county 
residents. It was still an 
age when germ theory 
was not appreciated, 
when the use of ether in 
anesthesia was in its 
infancy, and when 
a n t i b i o t i c s  w e r e 
unknown. In the 
mixture of art and 
science that made up 
medical care, there was 
still more art than 
science, but the balance 
was beginning to shift? 

 

In 1866, Dr. William 
Willams Hays arrived in 
San Luis Obispo County 
and was the first Anglo 
physician to establish 
himself in permanent 
practice. When the Civil 
War had broken out, he 
joined the Union Army 
as an assistant surgeon. 
However, he had 
married a southern 
Virginia girl named 
Sarah Susan Parks and 
was transferred to the 
Presidio in California. 
H e  d e c i d e d  t o 
permanently settle in 
the town of San Luis 
Obispo. He was very 
active in the social 
institutions of the city 
and was a member of 
the Masons, the Odd 
Fellows, and the 
National Guard. He was 
also active on the City 
Board of Health and the 
Cal i fornia Medical 
Society and was elected 
Coroner of the City of 
San Luis Obispo. He 
established a clean 
water system in the 
town and helped 
strengthen the sanitary 
laws regarding the 
disposal of germ-
infested sewage. He 
e v e n t u a l l y  w a s 
instrumental is creating 
the first County Hospital 
and Farm in 1879. 

 

In the early years of 

(MEXICAN LAND GRANTS Con�nued from page 9) 

(Con�nued on page 11) 
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the 1860s and 1870s, 
the South County (of 
which Arroyo Grande is 
a part of) only Mrs. 
Ernest Ketchum was 
available to deliver a 
baby, there being no 
r e s i d e n t  d o c t o r . 
However, in 1883, Dr. 
E dw i n  L y t t l e t o n 
Paulding arrived and 
was the first doctor to 
establish a permanent 
and regular practice in 
Arroyo Grande and 
surrounding areas. 
Many of his patients 
were homesteaders, 
with no cash to speak 
of, and sometimes 
when they came in from 
quite a distance, his 
wife Clara ended up 
boarding the patient 
and their whole family. 
Dr. Paulding frequently 
had to accept payment 
in chickens, eggs, 
beans, or potatoes.  

The Paulding home 
became the first hospital 
in Arroyo Grande and 
their ailments and 
afflictions included 
bronchitis, cerebral 
congestion, cirrhosis, 
dyspepsia, epilepsy, 
hemophlegia, kidney 
disease, neuralgia, 
phthisis, pneumonia, 

syphilis, and varicose 
veins, along with the 
common flu (or la 
grippe) and the 
delivering of babies. 

 Nursing practice at 
the hospital  was 
conducted by Mrs. 
P a u l d i n g  a n d 
i n c o rpo r a t ed  t h e 
recommendations of 
Florence Nightingale in 
her 1868 "Notes on 
Nursing: What it Is. and 
What It Is Not.” 
s t r e s s i n g  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
observation. Having so 
capable a physician in 
the Arroyo Grande area 
and a rudimentary local 
hospital for treatment, 
allowed the city to grow 
and prosper by keeping 
the populace healthy 
and productive. The 
agricultural industries 
and their related 
ancillary businesses 
were greatly benefited 
by Dr. Paulding's local 
presence, making it 
unnecessary to travel 
the distance to San Luis 
Obispo for treatment. 
The Paulding History 
House today serves as  
museum that contains 
all of Dr. Pauldings 
medical tools, journals, 
articles, treatments, and 
archives that give an 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
comprehension to life 
and medical science in 
the South County in the 
late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century.  

The "Five Cities" area, 
and Arroyo Grande in 
particular, continued to 
grow though the last 
years of the nineteenth 
century fueled by the 
industries of tourism and 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e 
establishment of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
in the mid 1880s was a 
major contributor to the 
growth of the locale. 

The Southern Pacific 
Railroad brought large 
migrations of visitors to 
the wide beaches of 
Pismo and Oceano and 
i t  faci l i tated the 
transportation of crops 
and livestock from the 
h igh ly  p roduct ive 
agricultural areas of 
Arroyo Grande. This 
development brought 
a n  i n c r e a s e  i n 
population; and along 
with it, the medicinal 
and educational needs 
of that populace that 
would create the 
con tex t  f o r  t he 
contributions of Dr. 
E dw i n  L y t t l e t o n 
Paulding and Mrs. Clara 
Edwards Paulding to 
Arroyo Grande. 

(MEXICAN LAND GRANTS Con�nued from page 10) 
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Auld Acquaintances 
with Japanese Neighbors 
not Forgotten During 
War 
There are many 

traditions that fill the 
holiday season.  One of 
the most notable is the 
singing of Auld Lang 
Syne at year's end.  The 
following is from Dan 
K r i ege r ' s  c o l umn , 
appearing in the San Luis 
Obispo Tribune on 
December 31, 2006.  It  
captures a story of 
l o y a l t y  a n d 
remembrance in the pre 
and post war days of 
World War II. 

At midnight, much of 
the English speaking 
world will be singing or 
at least thinking of the 
words of a late 18th 
century Scottish poet, 
Robert Burns: 
" S h o u l d  a u l d 

acquaintance be forgot 
and never brought to 
mind?  Should auld 
acquaintance be forgot 
and days of auld lang 
syne?" 

Burns published his 
famous song in 1788, 
but the music to which it 
is sung was in common 
use eighty years earlier.  
"Ironically, the uproarious 
New Year's eve has its 
origins in the straight-
laced Reformed Church 
of Scotland which 
declared Christmas a 
"Popish" or Catholic feast, 
effectively banning the 
holiday for more than 
350 years. 

Burns' words about 

l o y a l t y  a n d 
remembrance of friends 
t r a n s c e n d  s u c h 
prejudices.  They had 
special meaning in 
California and the Pacific 
coast shortly after New 
Year's Day, 1942. 

N e a r l y  1 1 0 , 0 0 0 
Americans of Japanese 
ancestry were about to 
be taken from their 
homes, businesses, 
farms and ranches.  They 
were to be relocated first 
in temporary facilities at 
county fairgrounds and 
r a c e  t r a c k s  a n d 
ultimately in camps in 
eas te rn  Ca l i fo rn ia , 
Arizona, Utah, Colorado, 
Wyoming and Arkansas.  
Because of wartime 
h y s t e r i a  a n d 
longstanding prejudice 
a g a i n s t  A s i a n -
Americans, the Issei and 
N i s e i  h a d  f e w 
f r i e n d s . H e r o i c 
exceptions were Vard 
and Gladys Loomis, 
Ernest Vollmer and Pete 
Bachino.  Pete was the 
only insurance agent 
who would sell car and 
home insurance to the 
Japanese-Americans at 
the end of the year. 
Shizue Seigel's recent 

b o o k ,  " I n  G o o d 
Conscience:  Supporting 
Japanese Americans 
During the Internment", 
documents the heroism 
of the Loomis family 
toward the whole 
J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
community and the 
families of Kaz Ikeda and 
his cousin Haruo Hayashi 

in particular.  Shizue 
quotes Ken Kobara about 
Paul Wilkinson who had 
a meat market in Arroyo 
Grande:  "Before we 
were evicted, there was 
still meat rationing.  We 
didn't have ration cards, 
so he would slip us meat 
under the counter.  In 
those days, everyone ran 
a tab, kept an account 
that they would pay off 
when they had money.  
Before we went to the 
assembly center, all the 
Japanese went to pay off 
their tab.  And he 
wouldn't take any 
payment.  'You hang on 
to it.  You're gonna need 
the money, so don't pay 
me,' he told them.  After 
the war, every single 
family paid him back 
when they could afford 
it.  There was not one 
deadbeat."   

Ken also recalls Walter 
Baxter, who had a 
service station and auto 
repair shop in Pismo 
Beach:  "He had three 
sons in the Navy fighting 
the Japanese, but he 
knew the Japanese-
Americans in Shell Beach 
before the war - they 
were the nicest people, 
he said.  He (after the 
war) was the only service 
station in the area that 
would do business with 
us."   
Haruo Hayashi, whose 

sons are prominent 
physicians and farmers in 
our county today, recalls 
the good care that his 

(Con�nued on page 15) 



 

 

13 

In Denmark they 
save all of their unused 
dishes and plates until 
the 31st of December 
when they affectionately 
shatter them against the 
doors of all their friends 
and family. 

In Ecuador they 
celebrate the New Year 
by burning paper filled 
scarecrows at midnight. 
T h e y  a l s o  b u r n 
photographs from the 
last year. All in the name 
of good fortune. 

In Spain, if you can 
manage to stuff 12 
grapes in your mouth at 
m i d n i g h t  y o u ’ v e 
achieved good luck for 
the next year. 

In the Philippines it’s 
all about the cash. They 
believe that everything 
should be round so as to 
represent coins and 
bring wealth. Round 
food, round clothes, as 
long as it’s round. 

In some South 
American countries 
w e a r i n g  c o l o r e d 
u n d e r w e a r  w i l l 
determine your fate for 
the new year. Red 
underwear means you’ll 
find love. Gold means 
wealth, and white 
signifies peace. 

In Japan they ring all 
of their bells 108 times 
in alignment with the 
Buddhist belief that this 
brings cleanness. It’s also 
considered good to be 
smiling going into the 
New Year  as  i t 
supposedly brings good 
luck. 

Takanakuy Festival 
(Peru) Every year at the 
end of December people 
in this small Peruvian 
village fist fight to settle 
their differences. They 
then start the year off on 
a clean slate. 

In Switzerland they 
celebrate the New Year 
by dropping ice cream 
on the floor. 

In Romania they 
throw their spare coins 
into the river to get 
good luck. 

In some parts of 
Puerto Rico they throw 
pails of water out of their 
windows to drive away 
evil spirits. 

In Belgium they take 
their livestock seriously. 
At least seriously enough 
that the farmers wish 
their cows a happy new 
year! 

In Bolivia coins are 
baked into sweets and 
whoever finds the coins 
has good luck for the 
next year. 

The French like to 
keep things simple and 
delicious. Every new 
year they consume a 
stack of pancakes. 

 

In Colombia they 
carry their suitcases 
around with them all day 
in hopes of having a 
travel filled year. 

In Denmark people 
climb on top of chairs 
and literally “jump” into 
the New Year to bring 
good luck. 

Besides throwing 
buckets of water on each 
other in Thailand they 
also go around smearing 
each other with gray 
talc. 

In Chile families 
spend the night in the 
company of their 
deceased loved ones by 
s l e e p i n g  a t  t h e 
cemetery. 

Just like in Belgium, 
Romanian farmers try to 
communicate with their 
cows. If they succeed, 
however, then it means 
bad luck for the year. 

In Ireland they hit 
the walls with bread to 
get rid of evil spirits 

In some parts of 
South Africa they throw 
furniture out the window 

Just as you might 
expect, in Siberia they 
jump into frozen lakes 
carrying tree trunks 

In Finland people 
predict the coming year 
by casting molten tin 
into a bucket of water 
and interpreting the 
resulting shape. 

In Panama effigies of 
everyone and anyone 

(Con�nued on page 14) 
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The digital age and the lack of history education in our schools has endangered the 

preservation of important artifacts and historical records. The necessity of supporting 

Historical Societies throughout the nation is even more critical. 

Do your part...support the local efforts: 

 History Center of San Luis Obispo 
Cambria Historical Museum 
Paso Robles Historical Society 
Guadalupe Historical Society 

The Depot in Oceano 
Museum of Natural History, Morro Bay 
Friends of the Dana Adobe, Nipomo 
Pioneer Museum, Paso Robles 
Atascadero Historical Society 

Camp Roberts Historical Museum 
Central Coast Veterans Memorial Museum, San 

Luis Obispo 
SLO Railway Museum 

Rio-Caledonia Adobe, San Miguel 
Templeton Historical Museum 

Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum 
And of course 

South County Historical Society 
Heritage House 

Santa Manuela Schoolhouse 
The Barn 

Paulding History House 
Patrica Loomis History Library 

famous are burned as a way to start the new year off with good luck 

In Scotland the first person to cross the threshold of a home in the new 
year should carry a gift for good luck. 

In Estonia people eat seven times on new years day to ensure 
abundance in the new year. 

http://list25.com/25-strangest-new-years-traditions-from-around-the-
world/5/ 

HAPPY NEW YEAR     (Con�nued from page 13) 
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SCHS VOLUNTEER HOURS 
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Our Sincere Condolences 

to the famil ies of  
K.C.Hubbard 

family's neighbors, Cyril Phelan 
and John Enos took care of the 
Hayashi farm during the more 
than three years of relocation.  
Haruo also remembers that 
when he "got discharged from 
the army in the summer of 1945, 
just before the war ended, I 
came back to pick up the family 
car and stayed over at the 
(family of Gordon) Bennetts'.  
They took a little flak from some 
of the neighbors, but they told 
me, 'You can stay as long as you 
want.' " 

"Auld acquaintance" was not 
forgotten by some wonderful 
heroes in San Luis Obispo 
County during the Second World 
War.   

AULD LANG SYNE   (Con�nued from page 12) 

Michael Drees 
Paul Provence 
Norman Baxter 
Polly Nelson 

Jan Scott 
Ross Kongable 

Vivian Krug 
Linda Kime 
Joe Swigert 
Jeff Kime 

Eric Nelson 

 President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Curator of Collections 
Membership 
Public Information 
Docent Leader 
Property Manager 
Information Systems 
Parliamentarian 

2016 Board of Directors  

The Society is structured as a  

non-profit organiza�on 501(c)3     

(Federal Tax ID 95-3539454)  

and depends solely on dona�ons to con�nue its work.  

You can help! 

Write a (tax-deduc�ble) check to the  

South County Historical Society,  

and mail it to: 

South County Historical Society 

 PO Box 633,  

Arroyo Grande, CA 93421-0633 



 

 


