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LEPAPILLON
RONTAL SALON
QUARTERDECK
ROOSTER CREEK

WINDMILL FARMS
WILLIS & BENNETT
PHANTOM RIVERS
DOC BURNSTEINS
ICECREAM LAB
NIPOMO ANTIQUE

EMPORIUM

STEVEN SINGER
BAILEYANA WINERY
LAETITIA VINEYARD
MARIE CALLENDER’S

BRANCH STREET DELI
SANTA MANUELA SCHOOLHOUSE THE CHOCOLATE SHEEP 22 Pealers
F.McCLINTCKS SALOON presenting
GREATER PISMO BEACH Antiques & Collectibles
KiwANIs CLUB Doys
JJ’s MARKET Deolls
VON’'S GROCERIES Paper
F McCLINTOCK’'S SALOON Jewelry
S CALIFORNIA FRESH MARKET Surniture
PAULDING HISTORY HOUSE COOKIE CROCK WAREHOUSE Kapick-Kuacks

FFA - ARROYO GRANDE HIGH
HAYASHI PRODUCE CO.
HARVEST CHURCH

And much—much more

Above you see all the donors and suppliers whodtkeipake this year’s event
such a success. We thank them sincerely for tiesiegsity.

But the Show would not have happened if it wiréor our dedicateq
volunteers: Shelly Cochran and her crew in th&ociety Café those
members who brought in homemade pies and cakd¥plly Nelson who
provided the snacks and goodies for the kids wHpeldethe vendors set:F/

teardown on Friday and SundayNorma Burton who rounded up a
scheduled the volunteer§teve & Helene Morrisonwho covered the coun
with our brochures and discount coupor&teve & Linda Curry, who, for|
the 33rd year, handled setup and registration ef wkndors; Bonnie
RUBY'S HOUSE Crawford for gathering donations for 22 gift baskets in Raffle; and o
course toMike Drees, who herded all the cats, i.e. volunteers, and &epk
of every task, andJoe Swigert who tracks all the stuff and things we {ise
every year.
. A special thank you to ou€ounty Supervisors Adam Hill andCaren Ray
THE BARN for their financial support.
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MUSEUMS SCHEDULE

THE BARN
HERITAGE HOUSE
SANTA MANUELA SCHOOLHOUSE

are open
Saturdays

from 12 to 3 pm
Sundays

from 1 to 4 pm

ocRse,

PAULDING HISTORY HOUSE
is open
1st Saturday of the month
From 12 to 3 pm

ocRee,

RuUBY’S HOUSE
(PAT LOOMIS HISTORY LIBRARY)
is open
Monday thru Friday
1to5 pm

Historical Research
by appointment

_eelRee,

Group tours
of any or all
of the museums
may be scheduled
by calling
805.489.8282
or email
info@southcountyhistory.org

2014 Board of Directors

Ross Kongable
Susan Boughner
Norman Baxter

Polly Nelson
Jan Scott
Ross Kongable
Vivian Krug
Linda Kime
Joe Swigert
Jeff Kime
Gary Hoving

President

Vice President
Treasurer

Secretary

Curator of Collections
Membership

Public Information
Docent Leader
Property Manager
Information Systems
Parliamentarian

BRIDGE UNDER ATTACK — The Bridge Street Bridge was only a few years old when the rampaging

Arroyo Grande Creek took out the supports at the south end. Photo courtesy of Billie Swigert

The picture above was taken in 1914. See theystor page 6

Today, 100 years later, the Bridge Street bridge daufficiency rating g
12.8 (out of 50) and is restricted to 3 ton loadivigich is the lowest ratin
prior to bridge closure!

The resolution of this improvement project is undardy and communit
meetings were held in January and February. The megting is schedule
for April.

The South County Historical Society is one of thenmbers of the
"Stakeholders" committee established to deterntigerésolution. Currentl
there are 5 alternatives proposed by the consuffingp, Wallace Group ¢
San Luis Obispo..

As members of the South County Historical Sggitie Board would like
you to express your choice and/or suggestionshforesolution.

Please take a moment to respond to this surveyafiing and leave
message at 805.489.8282. You may also respond ditngi our websité
www.southcountyhistory.org.

0 Option 1: Conventional Replacement: Construct an entinely bridge
wider with bike lane, sidewalks. (Fully funded bgltans.)

0 Option 2: Salvage and Relocate Trusses (original upper sirejcon
new concrete structure. Retain the upper histtnictire placed on a
new bridge, wider with bike lanes, sidewalks. (fdilinded by
Caltrans.)

0 Option 3: Replace in Kind. (funding by Caltrans doubtful).

0 Option 4: Retrofit the existing structure. (funding by Caittsadoubtful).
0 Option 5: Do nothing. (the bridge will be closed to vehicutaffic.

0 Option 6: No opinion

If you are interested in attending future publicetiggs, please emalil
jillp@wallacgroup.us, or call Jil McPeek:

Wallace Group in San Luis Obispo. Jill is in thesbposition to discuss t
nuances of the alternatives and the engineering'séfindings.

805.54411.at the
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Curator of Collections

Jan Scott

It seems hard to believe that we're halfway thrg
February rushing toward March,
but so we are.

It makes it even harder to realize there are thyanks
to be done that stretch back to last year. Somi
get to later this year...there are so many people
give!

Our Christmas Party. If you haven't yet braved t
crowd to walk Elegant Evening in the Village thesf
Sunday of December, promise yourself that you
do it next year. The Village is in party-mode. ople
are friendly. You're likely to run into folk youakien't
seen in years...and you can end up at the IOOH
where the Collections Committee under the direqg
of Joe Swigerthave decorated. Joe andda Kime
have decided the menu, and Linda (our multi-takd
docent director) bakes and cooks and figures owt
to make the food appear. (She's also gone glués

staffing and organization (He'd rather prep a p
than deal with most of his other jobs which areded
He drags out the real wine glasses and silver rsg
pieces.) So join us next year. It's more fun than
can imagine.

But here we are, already finished with ti8&rd
Antique Showé& Sale (I'll let others talk about
Antique Show, but it was an especially wonde
experience this year, reminding us again of howm
we can accomplish giving each other the suppor
need to do our best work.)

......moving forward - the new Board is worki

sure footing and moving in directions we want
move in.

this year with several dishes.) Joe handles the|[B

hard, thinking hard, trying to make sure we are g

YO8 are all grateful thaRoss Kongable with the
urging of the Board, stepped in as President fd42
adding to his already overwhelming job descript
He handles membership which means all the mai
and keeping records up to date, as well as cretig]
Weritage Press Newsletter, not to mention servim

time to take care of his new puppy! But he does.

\@lry Hoving is our new liaison with Arroyo Grand
on the redo oHoosgow Park The entire park i
being rethought, rebuilt, with emphasis on

R@ Hoosgow, and info on its history on the outs
This is an exciting project for both us and they.q

N¢e'll keep you posted.

ho
[ already moving into thinking about the summe

érrﬁgatre, but | will do what | can to keep this pci
going. Too many people have told me they hoj
\on't stop. So it won't.

Someone asked me at the Antique Show, when if
Unlike many organizations, our meetings (few arng

\Huls our volunteering: at museums, on committ
st calling up to say "l want to help and don'b]
thow." | am still trying to catch up on promiseade
to show people how to be part of us. | am stiihgq
to do that...
ected. Hang in there. And the rest of yoavgeq
rpoessage...we'll get back to you.

=)

Promise. Onward.

our Arroyo Grande in Bloomcommittee and the
mBridge on Bridge StCommittee. The man hardly

htdsgow itself. We are hoping to have an exhibjt i
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ay not get three shows up for out Historic Summer

pe it

was

that we had our meetings...and that made me gmile.

fa

thetween) are not how we become friends and 4gllies.
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just taking a little more time thanp |
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Y Shelly Cochran,Events Coordinator for the Heritage House Gardeas decided “to get a life”, and "

has resigned the position after #&@ years.
We were fortunate to find a replacement in

So if you have need of or know someone lookin

Diane Maiorano (tel 805-712-7422 and
Diane Krajsa (tel 805-710-35609.

celebration, please call them, or leave a mesda8(@5a489-8282.
More about Shelly’s “retirement” in the next issakthis newsletter...
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cgafbeautiful garden setting for a wedding or oth
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The article below, written by Jean Hubbard in 198fves a little history of the bridge on Bridge Sétewhich is now under study for

replacement/renewal or closure by Caltran
See the article on page 2 regardi
www.southcountyhistory.org.

s duet®durrent status.
ng this,

ERNS OF

from the Archives—By Berneda Cochran

and dakthe opinion survey offered by telephone or on owrebsite

THE PAST

BRIDGE'S RICH HISTORY SPANS
HORSE BUGGY TO AUTOMOBILE -
ARROYO GRANDE --September 27, 198¢

In 1882, when the young Miss Clara Edwg
(later to marry Dr. Edwin Paulding) came
Arroyo Grande to teach school, the Arrg
Grande Creek meandered along a few
below the street surface. It was a ge
creek, showing its unruly side only wh
nature sent a gully washer that covered
valley. A plank across the creek helped f
traffic to the other side while horse &
buggies splashed their way across. Some
in the next 20 years the county road b
probably a man named Rice, put a woo,
structure across the creek. At the same

Ford agency is today. The students heard|ttasighter, Ruth, about the storm. "Whe
awful noise and the teacher lined them upvwaike on Sunday morning, | missed the st
bthe window to see a car. It was sevelights and, sure enough, the gas stove

minutes before it came into sight and ro
rids way down Bridge Street to cross
taridge and turn on Branch Street, which
ybe highway. In 1910, San Luis Obi
fpassed its first automobile ordinan
ntegulating the speed to 10 mph in

dousiness district and 15 in the reside
gextion. And automobiles had to stop f
a@igines when stationary at the curb an
rchrry lights after sunset.

timeArroyo Grande in 1907, "The new st
bbsidge that was to take the place of the
denoden structure was being rushed

other improvements were made to Bri

bave the contract for its erection," repo

iAteantic, Gulf, and Pacific Company, W;[:and then ran uphill to the other side. "He

Street. Rocks were sunk into the wettest péne Arroyo Grande Herald-Recorder. M

and large logs were laid across these.
pioneers talked of the corduroy road.
was the highway through Arroyo Grande
it still has some connection with the st
highway system.

The old wood bridge supported the feet
those early pioneers for many years, but

aligil-Patton, current curator of the Cou
Hiduseum, said that
ddsigned the bridge and that it cost $10,
piewas the only bridge in Arroyo Grande

newspaper reported in 1906 that, "The nposuld also use the swinging bridge that

important item of business transacted by
supervisors, from Arroyo Grande's point

Street bridge was years away.

view, was the board's unanimous declargtitfoward and Chitwood," reported the Her

that the bridge on Bridge Street across
Arroyo Grande Creek was dangerous,
that it was the intention to construct a n
one in its place. "A sign 'dangerous' V
lately placed above the center to warn pe
against any careless driving in crossing,"
news report continued.

The Auto Club, the forerunner of t
Automobile Club of Southern California, h
been formed in 1900 as a service organizg
to promote reasonable traffic laws, be
roads, and such safeguards as might pr
and increase the pleasure of motoristg
wasn't until 1905 that California requir
automobile registration. The first @
registered was a White Steamer owned
John. D. Spreckels of San Diego. But Arr(
Grande wasn't troubled by auto traffic. It's
likely that many autos left the city streets
travel this far north.
Ruth Paulding remembered that she saw
first automobile about this time. She was
class at the grammar school located wherg

tikecorder, "have the contract for excava
evork. The hydraulic pump and the cem

pplender to the people, and scores of

bnluss  sides  and  special walkways
teasy life, although it saw few cars in th
berly years and has hosted hundreds of h

fhmilies in horse and buggy.

arhe gentle creek that murmured beneat
imydge most of the time could becom
yaging giant during a winter storm. The 1
netorm was terrible, but 1914 was awesom
liverally changed the face of the valley.
Paulding, who was teaching at the Hu
Behool at the time, put her horse and b
iim a stable near the bridge rather than ta
 tipe Crown Hill. She wrote to her colle

Austin F. Parsq

carry vehicular traffic across the creek. 1
Bécific Coast Railroad had a bridge near |
thepot at the foot of Crown Hill. Foot traff

flnst recently added sides to it, but the Ma|

panald gravel, and they are well along with th
basxer, both run by electricity, are sources
tf@remen' are continuously idling arou
there to see them work." Arroyo Grande

nproud of her new bridge with its ornamer

tpmdestrians. But the bridge has not had

.cliildren's feet and the clip-clop of t

reskless.

e heard things that made me anxious

ught I'd go around to the stable. We fo
bem working to stop the washing of

ater around the steel bridge. They cut d
lae big cypress tree and hauled it over

tialshed it down by that little cabin. "N
emany minutes after," reported Paulding,
ctack was seen across the road and in
shortest time, a cry went up and with
palrench and a groan the great bridge W
aldwn. "As many as 20 people were on it,
they ran here and there wildly for an inst|

&kghetti ran toward the stable, jumped to
gidewalk, slipped and fell, his hat rolling ir]
htile abyss, but he was safe," she wrote.
Astually, the bridge itself sustained litf
b88mage. The cement abutments and the 4
tieading to the bridge were washed away.
[feav months, the bridge was raised and
heticet  repaired. Meanwhile, the railrd
dridge was floored with heavy planks
nadgon use, and foot traffic used the swing
Sordge on Short Street. J.A. Wilkerson, W
remembered the flood, thought there w
bftobably about four cars in town then: |
iBgntos' Ford. Oscar Eldridge's Buick, Port
d&o-cylinder Cadillac, and one owned by
ERhillips boys.

‘©he old bridge was closed again in 1970

Hokautification chairman of the Chamber
v@®mmerce, the late
tabrsuaded Bert Huston to give it a new (

equipment to do the job. When the brig
spened again, it had a brand new look.

py sad to see our bridge huddled now v
e forbidding signs denying anyone acd
to her paths. She has echoed to the footj
tidour generations of happy people in he
years, as well as watching transporta
téverse itself from horse and buggy and a

drs to many cars and an occasional horse.

r$he bridge is a part of our historical herita
any of us hope she can be saved.
gelschoes by Jean Hubbard Five Cities Tin
Priess-Recorder, Arroyo Grande, Ca3
B8CHS 2004.001.032
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Qernon rederick
Hoan Coplin
Uynn Q) itus

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Mary Bucher, Arroyo Grande
Jackie Cravath, Arroyo Grande

Luci Fitzsimmons, Arroyo Grande

Lé [(}l;igﬂ{//(}l a Jﬂ?(’(l/y Z(’C(?{)()'Ly

Bill Long, Pismo Beach

Marty M | JA\ G d
0000000000600 000000¢ arty Musselman, Arroyo Grande

Daneal Nally, Arroyo Grande
Oree Wé/@@e& Zo Erin & Mike Niewald, Arroyo Grande
The families of Deborah Powers, Nipomo

Joseph Cabassi Wendy Rebel, Oceano

Schimandle & Associates, LLP, Arroyo Grande |

Terry Kelly-Nixon
9000000006000 000000

0000000000900
000000000000

i The Society is structured as a
Annual Membership Dues non-profit organization 501(c)3
Individual $20.00 (Federal Tax ID 95-3539454)
Couple _ $36.0 and depends solely on donations to continue it&wor
Family w/children under 18 $ 40.00 You can help!
Sustaur;mg (Individual) $100.00 Write a (tax-deductible) check to the
Patron: - $200.00 South County Historical Society,
Business, Organization, Individual and mail it to:
Life (Individual or Couple) ~$500.00 South County Historical Society
May be paid in 12 monthly installments. PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421-0633
I | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | *
2014 MEMBERSHIP — SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
O CHANGES? O NEW O GIFT O RENEWAL
Please print legibly.
Name (s) *
Address *
Home Tel: * Cell Tel:* Email:
Type of Membership Amount Enclosed: $ Check No.

Please mail check or money order payable to SOCTDWNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande Ca 93421.

* Starred information will be printed in theraral Membership Directory distributed to members
unless you indicate otherwise here.
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PO Box 633
Arroyo Grande CA 93421

visit our website
www.SouthCountyHistory.org
Friend us on Facebook

email
SCHS76@sbcglobal.net

THE AUTHEWNTIC LIFE OF BILEtl THE Ko~

Now playing at THE SPOT theatre in the

Village of Arroyo Grande.

=

T1Feb 22-23

Matinees
:pm
Evening
Sat - 8 pm
Sun - 7 pm

(portion of
proceeds go to
the South
County
Historical
Society)

THE SPO7T is
Jocated mext
door fo
Doc Burmnsteins
Jce Crearm



