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FROM THE DESK AT RUBY’S: 

Well, another month without measurable 
rain, and we were fortunate to find a 
generous merchant to help conserve what 
little we have. David Wesolowski of 
Sprinkler King Inc of Atascadero was 
super generous in donating his labor and arranging 
with suppliers to donate the necessary equipment to 
revamp our irrigation systems at Ruby’s House and 
Heritage House, as well as equipment for Paulding 
History House. This generosity valued at over $5,000 
was accomplished in record time, without 
interruption. So if you are looking for expertise, 
contact David. See the full story on page 4. 
   Our annual Membership Meeting and Election of 
Directors will be held on Saturday, November 8 at 
2:00 pm in the IOOF Hall. This meeting will be 
combined with our annual Charter Day celebration—
our 38th anniversary. Refreshments will be served. 
Please let Joe know if you are coming—
805.489.8282. 
   Gather up all the stuff you no longer use and bring 
it to our big Sale at the IOOF Hall (see cover page 
for items acceptable and the hours.) 
    We have purchased new folding chairs to replace 
the aging plastic stack chairs. These new chairs will 

be used for events in 
the Heritage Garden. 
(The stack chairs will 
continue to be used 
for the summer 
concerts.) 
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THE BARN 
HERITAGE HOUSE 

SANTA MANUELA SCHOOLHOUSE 
 

are open 
Saturdays   

from  12 to 3 pm 
Sundays 

 from 1 to 3 pm 

v 

PAULDING HISTORY HOUSE 

is open 
1st Saturday of the month  

From 1 to 3 pm 

v 

RUBY’S HOUSE 
(PAT LOOMIS HISTORY LIBRARY) 

is open 
Monday thru Friday   

1 to 5 pm 
 

Historical Research  
by appointment 

v 

Group tours  
of any or all 

 of the museums  
may be scheduled 

 by calling 

Ross Kongable  

Norman Baxter 

Polly Nelson 

Jan Sco& 

Ross Kongable 

Vivian Krug 

Linda Kime 

Joe Swigert 

Jeff Kime 

Gary Hoving 

 President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Curator of Collec0ons 

Membership 

Public Informa0on 

Docent Leader 

Property Manager 

Informa0on Systems 

Parliamentarian 

2014 Board of Directors  

 
 

SCHS Board Meeting 
October 15 

 

Annual Rummage Sale 
November 1 & 2 

 

Annual Membership & 
Founders Celebration 

November 8 
 

Local Author Book Signing 
November 15 

SCHS Board Meeting 
November 19 

 

Arroyo Grande Christmas Parade 
November 28 

 

Elegant Evening in the Village 
December 7 

 

 

Visit our website 

www.southcountyhistory.org 

Museum Phone Numbers: 
Pat Loomis History Library 

“Ruby’s House” 
805.489.8282 

IOOF History Hall                                   
805.489.8114 

Santa Manuela Schoolhouse 
The Barn      

805.489.8745 
Heritage House                                        
805.481.4126 

Paulding History House                           
805.473.3231 
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!! ANNUAL SALE COMING UP !! 

            ...but first, a look back.  Our 4th Season of Historic Summer 
Theatre ended at SLO Little Theatre with a fundraiser performance of both 
shows.  It was a wonderful night: Actors got to work on a real stage; Jon 
Mounts had a tech booth that could have handled a Wagnerian opera; 
interested people came to see what we do; and we made some money.  
It was worth the trouble of the move (hauling Elg lumber was one of the 
highlights).   A huge thank you to Eva Ulz, the staff of SLO Little Theatre 
and the History Center Board for their support of this endeavor.   

At the end of the summer, there are so many people to be thanked for 
their help and time.  I always fear I'll lose someone important in my 
clutter, but here goes.   

To my Readers Theatre actors: Eva Ulz, Deb Rowlands, Effie McDermott, 
and Linda Shephard.  Thank you for being willing to be there.  You are the 
show.   

To my Clickers & Greeters:  Alice Addison, Mary Bucher, Norma & 
Rebecca Burton, Susan Edington, Hannah Grotte,  Lori Kroger, Barbara 
Main, Deb Mason, Rose Marie Perry, Judy Stoetzer, Lynn Titus.  You are so 
important, being the Society's face for those who may be meeting us for 
the first time.  Thank you! 

To our Financial Supporters:  The Doug LeSage Family, Brisco's True Value 
Hardware, Wayne's Tires.  Our sponsors provide the backbone on which 
we build a summer.   Thank you! 

    Thanks to Jon Mounts for being our tech master on the shows.  A 
deeply felt thank you to Dick Jackson for his videography and for putting 
up with me and my requests, to Will White for assisting with filming, and 
Vivian Krug for handling our publicity.  

Special thanks to Joe Swigert who filled in for Jon Mounts, who made sure 
we had playbills, kept the fliers going out, took photographs, and did 
whatever else needed doing to keep everything running smoothly.   

And lastly, thank you to our Audiences, who keep us going with their 
attendance, enthusiasm and generosity.  As the years have gone by, we 
grow ever larger numbers of loyal fans.   Thank you all. 

    We are losing Amy Hart, our Cal Poly intern to her doctoral studies.  
She was a wonderful addition to our lives.  She learned Past Perfect, 
working with archivist Dawn Rocha. She worked with Barbara Main to 
prepare and complete an oral history of Norm Hammond about his work 

(Con�nued on page 5) 
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gathering Dunite material. She researched grants, next summer's 
theatre projects, and was just generally wonderful to be around.  We 
wish her well as she moves on.   

And now...onward...into preparations for the  

ANNUAL SALE - Nov 1 & 2nd. 

Check back page for the list of things we want.   When in doubt, give a 
call.  It might be something we'd love to have, but didn't think of...And 
if anyone has a working Beta Max player (whoa - that is SO last 
century!) they don't need, please let me know. 

We need your help (and anyone you can talk to who might have things 
to donate)...every gift is tax deductible.   

We'll be collecting  every Monday 10-12 in October at the IOOF Hall 
(across from McLintocks).   

Also on Saturday Oct 25   11 to 1 - OR ANYTIME YOU LIKE - just call 
489-8282 and Joe will find a way to help you help us.  That's also the 
place to call if you'd like to volunteer to work and may not be on my 
list of volunteers. 

Many thanks!            Jan 

 

CURATOR   (Con�nued from page 4) 

THE	SOUTH	COUNTY	HISTORICAL	SOCIETY	HAS	RECEIVED	  

A	GIFT	OF	CONSERVATION. 

On September 19, 2014, Ross Kongable, President, officially received the keys 
to the newly renovated landscape irrigation systems at Ruby’s house and the 
Heritage house, located at 126 and 134 S. Mason St. as well at Dr. Paulding’s 
house located at 551 Crown St. 

David Wesolowski, Sprinkler King Inc. of Atascadero,  

Sean Brennan, Ewing landscape Supply in San Luis Obispo and  

Arron Huxley of Hunter Irrigation Products  

have teamed up to fully modernize the landscape irrigation systems from 
weather driven controllers to the latest in low volume high efficiency rotating 
nozzles. 

(IRRIGATION  Connued on page 6 



Patterns of the Past         from the Archives—By Berneda Cochran 

 

     Pismo Beach, California,  

1 Dollar, 1933 (clamshell) 

When the Depression and result-

ing banking crisis hit their com-

munity, the residents of the coastal 

town of Pismo Beach, California 

picked an unusual but logical medi-

um of exchange. The pismo is a 

species of clam with a very thick 

shell, then found in large numbers 

along the California coast and prized 

as a food. 

A town named after the bivalves 

suggests an adequate supply of 

their shells. Perhaps with tongue in 

cheek, the merchants and officials of 

Pismo Beach (who were often the 

same people) decided to make the 

best of a bad situation, and to make 

the humble clam shell into an object 

of trade. This they did. The Chamber 

of Commerce and no fewer than 

eleven merchants issued clamshell 

scrip. 

Each piece was numbered, and each 

piece was signed on the front and 

on the back. As with the stamp 

notes of the Midwest, it was neces-

sary to sign each clamshell on the 

back in order to keep it in circula-

tion. No formal requirements may 

have existed, but informal pressure 

certainly would have endorsed the 

practice. 

Restwell Cabins issued "notes" in 

three denominations: 

twenty-five cents, fifty 

cents, and one dollar. 

The larger the amount, 

the larger the shell. The 

issue may have been partly intend-

ed as a spoof, or for sale to tourists, 

in the manner of German notgeld 

around 1920. Redemption would 

never be a problem because collec-

tors would want to keep these piec-

es in their cabinets or trade them 

with their friends. 

But it was also intended partly as a 

real, if unique, circulating medium. 

The Restwell Cabins issue bore the 

motto, "IN GOD WE TRUST." Each 

piece was numbered, and each was 

signed on the front and on the back. 

This specimen is dated March 8, 

1933. This was in the middle of 

Roosevelt's national banking holi-

day, and it is exactly the time when 

we might expect to see people take 

money into their own hands. 

Smithsonian National Museum of 

American History 

This rather unusual answer to the 

closing of the banks and the short-

age of cash became of interest na-

tionwide as shown by the following 

article in the Pismo Times. (1933) 

SHELL SCRIP KEEPS PISMO IN 

LIMELIGHT 
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Provided by Ewing Supply in (S.L.O.) and the Hunter Corp. Include Hunter’s 
newest line of weather assisted irrigation controllers (Hunter Pro-C-4, W/Solar 
Sync sensor). These controllers will automatically adjust the water times based 
on real weather events. In addition to the controllers, all of the in ground 
sprinklers were up dated to Hunter’s PRS-40 Check valve head. These small 
area pop-up sprinkler heads are one the best conservation tools out there in 
that they not only reduce the nozzle pressure to 40 PSI, they as well hold all 
of the water in the systems after the water cycle is complete. By reducing the 
nozzle pressure to 40 psi you eliminate the Atomized water losses (water 
going up into the air). The internal check valves will not allow the water to 
drain out of the systems after the irrigation cycle, hence conserving 100s of 
gallons per year for the typical residential system. To top off the retrofit, 
Hunter provided the latest in low volume rotating nozzles (M.P. Rotator 1000-
90-210). These nozzles have reduced the out-put by 2/3s and have increased 
the systems distribution uniformity and efficiency from 40% to almost 80%. In 
short these heads are using two thirds less water and have almost doubled 
how well the systems cover the areas. The projections for the water savings 
on these sites will be 30% to 40% in the upcoming seasons. All said and done 
Ewing Supply S.L.O. and The Hunter Corp. have donated over $2300 worth of 
water conservation products. 

Dave Wesolowski (S.K.I.) headed up the project after receiving a request by 
the Historical Society through the City of Arroyo Grande’s (Smart irrigation 
Controller and Sensor Rebate Program) to evaluate the systems efficiency for 
the program. Sprinkler King Inc. has been one of the cities conservation 
consultants since 2009 and has been responsible for evaluating and 
recommending conservation measures on sites throughout the city. Some of 
the projects include Rancho Grande Park, Strother Park, The Five Cities Center, 
Arroyo Grande Cemetery and The Wild Wood HOA. All off these sites were 
among some of the highest water users in the city. Sprinkler King’s consulting 
efforts have reduced the water use on these sites in some cases by 40% and 
on average by 30%, while maintaining the aesthetic beauty of these landscape 
settings.   

Mr. Wesolowski saw the Historical Society as a wonderful way to give the gift 
of conservation to a group that by its very function is active in conserving and 
preserving. “Our company has been proud to be a part of the city’s 
conservation efforts and hope that this project will serve as a hardy and long 
lasting thank you.”  

For more information on the products or services provided       
Contact: dave@sprinklerking.com or Sean sbrennan@ewing1.com                      

IRRIGATION  (Con�nued from page 4) 
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By Paul Provence  

The first bank in the South County was established in Arroyo Grande on 
Oct. 1, 1901 as an agency of the Commercial Bank of San Luis Obispo.  
This enterprise proved so successful that on Nov. 7, 1903, it was 
incorporated under state law and became the Bank of Arroyo Grande, 
starting with a capital of $25,000. 

The bank first opened its doors at 112 E. Branch Street (currently Bill's 
Place).  The original bank vault is still there (behind the bar behind the 
cooler).  Officers and directors of the newly established bank were M.R. 
Swall, president; S.A. Dana, vice president; Allan L. Bickell, cashier; L.C. 
Routzahn, Peter Olohan,  I. Benchimol, W.A. Conrad jr. and Paul M. 
Gregg.    

Peter Olohan orchestrated 
efforts to construct a new 
brick building to house 
bank operations; it was 
under construction when 
the San F ranc isco 
earthquake struck in 
1906.  The arch at the 
entrance to the building 
had just been set a few 
d a y s  p r i o r  a n d 
townspeople hurried to 
the bank to see if it was 
still standing.  The new 
building was completed 
later in the year and was 
adorned with glistening 

marble, rich looking mahogany fixtures, a "walk-in" vault and a safe 
deposit vault.  The new structure drew many admiring visitors and 
attracted more investors.  It would house bank services for nearly half a 
century. 

The building is currently occupied by the incredible 
Lightening Joe's Guitar Heaven.  Business owner Joe 
Daoust and family has occupied the entire building 
since 1988.  There is concrete encasement (dated 
1904) around both vaults, which could indicate the 
vaults were initially placed at their locations prior to 
exterior construction of the building in 1905.  The 
main entrance exhibits a U.S. Geological Survey marker indicating the 
building's elevation is 119 feet above sea level.    

(BANKING  Connued on page 8) 

Early Efforts Establish Banking in the South County 
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On Feb. 1, 1910, a savings department was established at the bank to 
service small depositors and by Jan. 1, 1911, the total capital and 
surplus had reached $45,000.  By the end of that year, commercial 
resources were $229,861; savings, $102,158; and the total resources, 
$332,019.  By then, the bank was housed in the handsome new brick 
building (100 East Branch Street) that now resided at the corner on 
Bridge Street. Part of the two-story structure also housed the telephone 
exchange for a time and the upstairs was generally occupied by doctor 
offices.  

The Rev. L.C. Routzahn took an active role in bank operations as a 
director and as a major stockholder.  He also owned Routzahn Seed 
Farms and employed a friend and a former banker, Joseph Brown 
Gibson as his bookkeeper. The two men would discuss the complexities 
of the banking operations. In 1912, Routzahn recommended that the 
directors hire his bookkeeper and Gibson returned to the banking 
business.   

Gibson's son, Joseph S. Gibson, was a banker in Cambria but left there 
and joined the bank in Arroyo Grande to work with his father and guide 
the institution and to serve the community in a businesslike and friendly 
manner.  In 1921, J.B. Gibson was named president of the Bank of 
Arroyo Grande, a position he retained until his retirement in 1928.   The 
younger Gibson was groomed to take his place as bank president.  In 
the early 1920's, they recommended that a branch bank be established 
in Pismo Beach and the suggestion 
was quickly acted upon.   

Joseph B. and Joseph S. Gibson in 
an undated photo 

The Gibson’s amassed stock in the 
bank and held the enterprise 
together in times of crisis, 
considering theirs a service to the 
community and to their friends.  
Although banking institutions 
across the nat ion batt led 
tribulations in the 1920's and 
1930's, the Gibson’s acted in 
tandem to keep the local bank 
from floundering and to assure its growth.  Their staff had grown and in 
order to keep from laying off employees, the Gibson’s and other 
management personnel voluntarily took pay cuts without publicity and 

BANKING  (Connued from page 7) 

BANKING  (Connued on page  9) 



without complaint.  In addition, it was not unusual for one or the 
other of the Gibson’s to dip into their own pockets to help farmers in 
distress, rather than to foreclose livestock loans, or to keep a friend 
afloat financially.   

In 1926, the local bank was purchased by A.P. Giannini and became 
a branch of the Bank of Italy.  A few years later, Giannini changed 
the name and his banks became the Bank of America.  J.B. Gibson 
retired when the Bank of America took over, but J. S. Gibson 
remained with the local bank as manager, a position he held until his 
retirement in 1948.  By that time, another Gibson had entered the 
banking profession in Arroyo Grande.  He was Clair Gibson, Joseph 
S. Gibson's son and he too would make banking his life's work and 
serve with distinction.   

BANKING  (Con�nued from page 8) 
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 Nominations for the Board of Directors for 2015 are: 
   President:   Gary Hoving 
   Vice-President:  Paul Provence 
   Secretary: Polly Nelson 
   Treasurer: Norman Baxter 
   Curator of Collections: Jan Scott 
   Membership: Ross Kongable 
   Public Information: Vivian Krug 
   Docent Leader: Linda Kime 
   Property Manager: Joe Swigert 
   Information Services: Jeff Kime 
   Parliamentarian: Eric Nelson 
 

If you would like to nominate anyone, for any office, nominations from 
the floor will be accepted at the meeting. 
Our bylaws do not permit voting by proxy or by mail, so your presence 
is required to cast your vote. Please plan to attend and enjoy the 
fellowship of your fellow members. We will be honoring our Historian 
of the Year at this event as well. 
   Thanks to Rich & Kersti Lasziewski for a profitable summer concert 
series, and to Jan Scott for a successful season of her Readers’ Theater. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who keep our Society alive.   

                        Prez Ross K 

FROM THE DESK (Continued from page 1) 







2014 SPELLING BEE 

3rd-4th grades :  (11 part ic ipants)  
1st—Nyah Anaya (3rd grade-Har loe)  
2nd—Amber Hal l  (4th grade-Ocean V iew) 
3rd—Kar ina Logue (4th grade-Dorothea Lange)  
5th-6th grades :  (13 part ic ipants)  
1st—Emi ly Sul l ivan (5th grade-Pacheco 
2nd—El i jah St ieger  (5th grade-Fa i rgrove)  
3rd—Aidan York (5th grade-Coasta l  Chr ist ian)  
7th-8th grades :  (3 part ic ipants)  
1st—Jeremiah Ferrante (7th grade-Pauding)  
2nd—Kel ly  Wales (7th grade-Atascadero J r  High)  
3rd—Amber Waiters  (7th grade-Atascadero J r  High)  
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Rooster Festival  

slated for November 2nd at 3pm to approx. 5:00pm.    

Over 20 painted Roosters are going to be available in a live 

auction as a fundraiser for the Public Art Program of Arroyo 

Grande.   

The Festival will include some beautiful music, refreshments, 

snacks and a taste of our specially made Rooster Ice Cream.    

Location is outside -- between the Remax Building - Jaffa Caffe 

and Rooster Creek Restaurant.    

Come join us and bid on one of those 

beautiful Roosters for your home or 

garden.   

Support our Art Program!  For contact 

information email to 

Verenagogourmet@gmail.com / 

organizer Verena Maier  



The Society is structured as 

a  

non-profit organiza�on 501(c)3     

(Federal Tax ID 95-3539454)  

and depends solely on dona�ons to con�nue its work.  

You can help! 

Write a (tax-deduc�ble) check to the  

South County Historical Society,  

and mail it to: 

South County Historical Society 

 PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421-0633 

2014      MEMBERSHIP — SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY           

          � CHANGES?     �   NEW                  �  GIFT                        �   RENEWAL                                                                                                                      

 Please print legibly.  
  Name (s) *_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Address *____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   Home Tel: *________________________ Cell Tel:*______________________ 
                         
 Email:*_______________________________________________________ 

 
   Type of Membership______________________  Amount Enlosed $_______ Check No. __________ 
 

  Please mail check or money order payable to SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,  
PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande Ca 93421. 

 

   * Starred  information will be printed in the annual Membership Directory distributed to members  
unless you indicate otherwise here. 

 Annual Membership Dues 
Individual                                 $ 20.00 
Couple                                       $ 35.00 
Family w/children under 18    $ 40.00 
Sustaining (Individual)           $100.00 
Patron:                                     $200.00 
          Business, Organiza/on, Individual    

Life (Individual or Couple)           $500.00 
        May be paid in 12 monthly installments. 

� 

Volunteer Hours this year : 

4,201 

HELP NEEDED...NOW ! 

         You've thought about helping...NOW IT'S TIME !! 
               This will be EASY !!          Every two weeks, or 
once a month, or sometimes not at all, depending on 
season... we need someone(s)  to take a broom and a long-
handled duster and walk the outside of our properties, 
including the Gazebo in Heritage House Gardens, and knock 
down the cobwebs. 
             We will provide you with whatever tools you want/
need.  You set your work schedule. 
                   Call Joe at 489-8282 and leave contact info. 

  
 



THE ANNUAL 

SALE at IOOF 
Saturday, November 1st (8-2)  & Sunday, 

November 2nd (10-1) 

This is YOUR sale, your chance to help SCHS keep our  
museums open and our programs alive. 

Clear it out!    Bring it all to the Hall (across from McLintocks) 

and get a receipt for your taxes.  

    DROP OFF:         

EVERY MONDAY in OCTOBER  from 10-12.   
SATURDAY: Oct 25th from 11-1 

or call 489-8282 to request a different %me we'll make it easy! 

WHAT WE WANT: 

1. QUALITY GOODS of any kind 

2. VINTAGE ITEMS 

3. COLLECTIBLES - ART 

4. BOOKS !!  (no magazines) 

5. FURNITURE in good/decent/ok con-
dition 

6. KIDS & INFANTS - clothing, toys 

& everything EXCEPT car seats 

7. TOYS - GAMES - PUZZLES - DVD’s - 

CD's 

8. DECOR - HOUSEWARES - LINEN - 

CHINA - TABLEWEAR - LAMPS 

9 JEWELRY !! 

10.SPORTING GOODS & CAMPING GEAR 

11.SMALL WORKING APPLICANCES 
(please mark as working) 

12.POTS - GARDEN SUPPLIES  

13.CRAFT, SEWING & ART SUPPLIES 

14.One-of-a-kind ITEMS 

15.USABLE or COLLECTIBLE TOOLS 

16.CLOTHING - ONLY JACKETS/

SWEATERS/SWEATSHIRTS/SPECIALTY 

CLOTHES.  

 

WHAT WE DON’T WANT: 

1.  No UNDERWEAR, OLD SHOES, PANTS, 

BLOUSES, SOCKS, T-SHIRTS 

2.  No COFFEE MAKERS 

3.  No COMPUTERS/MONITORS/PRINTERS/

or peripherals unless almost new. 

4.  No COMPUTER BOOKS 

 5. No SINKS,TOILETS, PLUMBING 

PARTS in general… 

6.  No CEILING FANS 

7.  No MINI-BLINDS, VENETIAN 

BLINDS or shades 

8.  No PROPANE tanks or TIRES   

9.  No OLD PAINT, MATTRESSES, 

BED PILLOWS (throw pillows are 

fine) 

10. NOTHING THAT IS BROKEN OR 

LOOKS LIKE IT IS. 

11. NO HAZARDOUS WASTE(including 
anything controlled by a   

   microchip) 

 

In the “iffy” category: 

1.Toaster Ovens – Is it stained?  

Why are you  tossing it? 

 2. Toasters – even more iffy. 


