
LOREN NICHOLSON  
 
For the fourth year, the SCHS Board of 
Directors voted to name an "Historian of the 
Year" at the Annual 
Charter Day Barbecue in 
July.  Loren Nicholson 
took the plaque home this 
year, and his name joins 
those of Jean Hubbard, Pat 
Loomis,  Gordon & 
Manetta Bennett on the 
permanent plaque at Ruby's 
House.   
   
For those of you who aren't aware if his list of 
accomplishments, Loren has quite a track 
record in the county and with the Society.  He 
headed the Journalism Department at Cal-
Poly.  His writing talents and his love of 
history led him to author several books.  
Probably the best known to most of us is Rails 
Across The Ranchos, but he also wrote Old 
Picture Postcards, Romualdo Pacheco's 
California  and Glimpses of Childhood in the 
Old West. 
 

As President of our Society in 1997 & 
1998 Loren had a leadership role in 
some major accomplishments that we 
take for granted today.  He was at the 
helm, giving heavy input in getting the 
Heritage House museum off the ground.  

It was also during his time in office that we 
acquired Paulding History House from 
the County Historical Society.  Loren 
handled all of the negotiations as well 
as the paperwork involved.  He was 
instrumental in the move of the Santa 

Manuela Schoolhouse from its temporary 
location near the bus barn to the present 

permanent location in Heritage Square.    
 
Throughout this very busy time for the 
Society, we were guided by Loren's 
steady hand.   The Society is pleased to 

be able to honor him this year for his work 
throughout.  

 
Circle two dates on your 
c a l e n d a r .   T u e s d a y , 
November 13th is our annual general meeting 
at the Hall to vote in the new Board, after we 
have pizza and drinks   December 2nd is our 
Christmas party, but this year no trains.  This 
party will be for us, where we can pat ourselves 
on the back for another year of good work in 
our community.  A thumbs up to all of us.  
 
Most of you are familiar with the grand old oak 
tree in the Paulding History House yard.  
Among a yard filled with oaks, it is the 
matriarch, probably two hundred years old, and 
huge.  The trunk is seven feet around at chest 
height. A couple of months ago a call from 
Dave Regan, an arborist who has done work for 
the Society, told me that a large branch had 
fallen off the tree.  Dave, who had been 
working nearby, noticed the damage and went 
to investigate.  His bottom line: the tree is 
dying and should be taken down.  This was not 
easy news to accept.  The tree had also been 
severely attacked  by oak moths and was pretty 
much defoliated (see the 'before' picture). 
 
I'll admit that I tend toward tree hugging, but 
something this old and beautiful makes me hug 
tighter.  Your Board was as concerned as I was.  
We had a decision to make.  Two more 
arborists came back with virtually the same 
answer.  Finally, member Doug Perrin , the 
A.G. Director of Parks and Maintenance, 
suggested I call Bunyon Bros. for a removal 
estimate.  I called got a wonderfully low bid for 
removal, but then a suggestion that I call a 
fellow named Steve Alvarez, an arborist in 
SLO. 
 
Steve looked at the tree and said he thought he 
could save it. but couldn't guarantee it.  The 
Board jumped at the chance.  I must mention at 
this point that the price of saving the tree is 
somewhat akin to the charges for brain surgery, 
but the board believed it was worth a whole-
hearted try, even with our tight operating 
budget.                   

(Continued on page 7) 
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has been completed. Anyone wishing to 
have a copy of the 2012 Membership 
Book may drop by Ruby’s House during 
the week (1pm until 5pm) to pick one up.  
 

NEW MEMBERS  
 

FRANCIS CHADWICK 
GUYON MIGNONNE 

TONI LOAYZA 
MARCIA PAPICH 
TONI PELLETIER 

RICHARD PETERSON 
AMELIA SILVA 

RICHARD WALLER 

The Society is structured as a  
non-profit organization 501(c)3     
(Federal Tax ID 95-3539454)  

and depends solely on donations  
to continue its work.  

 

You can help! 
 

Write a (tax-deductible) check to the  
South County Historical Society,  

and mail it to: 
South County Historical Society 

 PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421-0633 
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Museums Schedule 
The Barn 

Heritage House 
Santa Manuela Schoolhouse 

are open 
Saturdays  from  12 to 3 pm 

Sundays from 1 to 4 pm 
 

Paulding History House 
is open 

1st Saturday of the month 12 to 3 pm 
 

Ruby’s House 
(Pat Loomis History Library) 

is open 
Monday thru Friday  1 to 5 pm 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
MAY— 487 hours 
JUNE—504 hours 
JULY—604 hours 

 
YEAR TO DATE 2012  -  

3,551 hours 

Kirk Scott 
Larry Turner 

Mike Drees 
Ross Kongable 

Jan Scott 
Vivian Krug 
Linda Kime 
Joe Swigert 
Lynn Titus 

 President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary/Membership 
Curator of Collections 
Public Information 
Docent Leader 
Property Manager 
Parliamentarian 

2012 Board of Directors  

NOTICE TO MEMBERS 
 

The Board has selected 
the following as  

Nominating Committee 
for the 

 Board of Directors 2013: 
 

Larry Turner—489-8369 
Colleen Drees—489-0295 
Joe Swigert—305-7940 

Ross Kongable—489-2885 
Linda Kime—489-1837 

Or 489-8282 
 

The election  
will be held on 

 November 13, 2012 
 

Please contact them if you 
have suggestions for  

Board member  
candidates. 

ANNUAL SALE 
 

Saturday NOVEMBER 10   8-2 
    Sunday NOVEMBER 11  10-? 

 
At the IOOF Hall– 128 Bridge St  (x from McLintocks 

 

DROP-OFF DAYS 
Saturday, Oct 27    10-12     Monday, Oct 29    9-1 
Saturday, Nov 3   10-12     Monday, Nov 5    9-1 

Or CALL 489-8282 for assistance 
 

Remember to tell your friends & neighbors! 
 

WHAT WE WANT 
Quality Goods - Vintage Items - Art & Collectibles - Books - Furniture - Kids & Infants clothing/gear -
Toys - Games - Puzzles - DVD's - Decor - Housewares - Linen - China - Jewelry - Craft Supplies - Sports 
- Camping - Garden - Architectural Pieces - usable Tools & Appliances (attach note that they are working 
please) - Clean, unstained Clothing 

 
WHAT WE DON’T WANT 

Nothing that is broken, No underwear, shoes, boots, gloves.  No computers, monitors, printers or peripherals.  No maga-
zines, encyclopedias or computer books. No sinks, toilets, plumbing parts.  No ceiling fans or lighting fixtures unless brand 
new or truly vintage.  No mini or venetian blinds.  No propane tanks, tires, old paint, mattresses, bed pillows, car seats.  No 
hazardous waste (including anything controlled by a microchip). 
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Patterns of the Past 
From the Archives—By Berneda Cochran 
Echoes by Jean Hubbard   2004.012.008 

School Days Under the Oak Tree— 
with Charles Edwin Markham 

 
ARROYO GRANDE- "Parents were entertained at a program held 
at the newest school in the county located in Saucelito Canyon, east 
of here," read a news item in 1872. 
   ''The table and chairs have been finished and the stockade is now 
complete. 
   "The oak tree around which the stockade is built offers protection 
from rain, and wind is kept out by a wall." The children's desks and 
seats were hewed from logs. The late Doris Olsen said that Madge 
Ditrnas once noted that the teacher's desk was made from wide 
redwood planks, supported by wooden boxes used to ship butter to 
market by sea. 
   The boxes had lids or doors and were used to store books and 
slates to keep them safe from the rats. 
   They did not realize that they were making history as the first air-
conditioned school in the county. 
   Charles Edwin Markham was the teacher at this new school 
called Arroyo Grande No. 2. The pupils were too far out to come 
into Arroyo Grande to school and their parents also thought it too 
far for the little ones to ride horseback to each others houses, as 
they had done at first. Alternating two weeks at the James 
Meacham's on the Huasna Rancho of Flora Harlow, now Jessup's; 
Alex McLeods who lived on the St. Remy Rancho, now the 
Saucelito Winery; also the Riley Musicks in the Canyon named for 
them. 
   Ruth Paulding remembered her father pointing out the tree to her 
as a little girl and believed it was on the Arroyo Grande near the 
mouth of Musick Canyon. 
   The last of the children who attended the "Oak Tree School" died 
in the 1970s. As with so many things we became interested too late 
to have one of them point out the place and tree, if indeed it still 
stood at that late a date. 
   Charles E. Markham, as he was known then, didn't drop the 
Charles and use the Edwin until he became famous for his poetry. 
He had just completed two years at San Jose Normal and, lacking 
funds to get his degree, was forced to teach for two years. 
   Even after he became famous he was remembered here as that 
gangling kid who would rather read than teach. The parents also 
felt he let nature distract the pupils too much. But then what could 
he do when the wild pigs took up residence in the enclosure and 
refused to vacate, or took their morning run through the school? 
   The nine children felt differently. They were always glad to learn 
about the deer whose curiosity brought it to gaze on this strange 
group, or stop to watch the chipmunks and squirrels scamper up the 
tree, sometimes dropping a prize nut onto the desk below. The 
rhythm of the woodpecker backed up the symphony of the birds, 
only to be disrupted by the arrival of the raucous blue jay or a 
group of gossiping crows. Here the boys did not have to bring the 
disruption of nature to the classroom, it came of its own accord. 
 

 
   That didn't keep them from being' kids though. One story they 
told was of Ed McLeod stealing out of the enclosure and climbing 
into the oak tree to imitate birds while Markham was absorbed in 
his books. Markham would then tell the tittering students about the 
"bird" whose song they heard. 
      Elizabeth McLeod, the youngest student, remembered one ride 
to school. Markham drove her grand-father Meacham's spring 
wagon with a lively team and took the Meacham and McLeod 
children. 
   "In going to school we crossed a creek and one morning after a 
heavy downpour the stream was a regular torrent. When Prof. 
Markham drove into the swirling water, I was sitting on the front 
seat with him and was washed overboard. He grabbed me and got 
me back in the wagon and told me to hang on while he managed the 
team. I was as wet as a drowned squirrel and also scared. He said, 
'Take off your pinafore, Elizabeth and hang it on the dashboard. It 
will be dry by the time we get to school. I did and it was." Markham 
studied as well as taught. He took lessons in Latin, math and other 
subjects from a Harvard graduate, William Fitts, who was spending 
a year with A.B. Hasbrouck to regain his health. 
   He stayed two years, and went back to school to get his degree. 
   While he was head of the Teacher's Training College in Oakland 
in 1880, he began publishing his poetry in Atlantic Monthly, 
Scribner's and the Century. 
   Markham was not only interested in poetry but also had a social 
conscience, he believed the working class had to have improved 
conditions. This was to lead him to produce one of the world's 
outstanding literary sensations. 
   A friend showed him a black and white picture of Millet's famous 
painting, "The Man With The Hoe."  "There," said Melville Upton, 
his friend, "that's a picture of the fellow you've been talking about-
the man at the bottom of the ladder." Markham brooded over it and 
came to believe that the picture symbolized any worker who was 
downtrodden.  
He wrote four lines of his now famous poem: 
  

“Bowed by the weight of centuries he leans  
Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground,  
The emptiness of ages in his face  
And on his back the burden of the world.” 
 

   This was all he wrote. It was to be 15 years before he added to 
this. In 1898 he was the head of the Observation School of the 
University of California when he went one afternoon to San 
Francisco to view Mrs. William Crocker's exhibit of paintings. 
Among the paintings was the original "The Man With The Hoe." 
He went home, got out the old notebook with the four lines and 
within a week had written the poem that his wife called "a 
wonderful piece of work," Still he did not send it to a magazine, 
believing it too controversial. 
   It wasn't until Baily Millard, editor of the San Francisco Examiner 
heard it that it was published in that paper. It is believed he received 
$25 And the rest is now history. 
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SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
4th Quarter Calendar 

 

SEPT 28-29 - 75th Harvest Festival - Special Displays at IOOF Hall All Day Saturday.  
 
OCT 3 - Eat at McLintocks TONIGHT.  After 4 PM, 15% of your bill will be donated to SCHS.   
                     No coupons, no gimmicks. 
 
OCT 13 Saturday 3PM -SECOND SATURDAYS - IOOF HALL (see announcement) 
 
OCT 17 - Wednesday 6 pm - Board of Directors Meeting - IOOF Hall 
 
OCT 27   Saturday  10 am to noon -  IOOF Hall - drop off items for the ANNUAL SALE 
  - or call 489-8282 for assistance 
 
OCT 29   Monday 9 am to 1 pm - IOOF Hall - drop off items for the ANNUAL SALE 
  - or call 489-8282 for assistance 
 
NOV 3  Saturday 10 am to noon - IOOF Hall - drop off items for the ANNUAL SALE 
  - or call 489-8282 for assistance 
 
NOV 5  Monday 9 am to 1 pm - IOOF Hall - drop off items for the ANNUAL SALE 
  - or call 489-8282 for assistance 
 
NOV 10 Saturday -  ANNUAL SALE   8 am to 2 pm -  IOOF HALL  128 Bridge St 
NOV 11 Sunday -  ANNUAL SALE   10 am to -?  IOOF 
HALL  128 Bridge St 
 
NOV 13 Tuesday 6 pm - SCHS Annual Membership 
Meeting - Pizza first!  
                                       2013 SCHS Board Elections 
 
NOV 14 Wednesday 6 pm - Board of Directors Meeting - 
IOOF Hall   
 
NOV 22 Thursday - HAPPY THANKSGIVING ! 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 
    

A  Special Christm as O P E N  H O U SEA  Special Christm as O P E N  H O U SEA  Special Christm as O P E N  H O U SEA  Special Christm as O P E N  H O U SE     
 

On Sunday, December 2,  
as part of 'Elegant Evening in the Village', 

SCHS will host a  
Christmas Thank You Party  

for our members.   
 

To all of you who have supported SCHS 
this year, to donors and volunteers, do-
cents and committee members, summer 
theatre and summer concert folk, Antique 
Show-ers and automotive guys and archi-
vists, and all who help out whenever they 
can, and those who cheered us from the 
sidelines because they couldn't, a heartfelt 
thank you!!  
 

Just stop by the IO O F  H all betw een 4the IO O F  H all betw een 4the IO O F  H all betw een 4the IO O F  H all betw een 4 ----7777     

E njoy good food &  drinkgood food &  drinkgood food &  drinkgood food &  drink , m usic 

(m aybe even  entertainm ent...and no trains!) 

News Flash The summer concert series is over for this 
season. series, the 4Th of July and the Arroyo Grande Cen-
tennial. This year we had one less big BBQ and it looks 
like we generated more funds from the events. Great job 
and my thanks to all the volunteers. A special thanks to 
Greg Steinberger "Doc Burnstein's Ice Cream Lab", Al-
phy's Broiler, and Spenser's Market for their support of this 
Event. 
            Good News for next years Summer Concert Series, 
Richard Lasiewski has volunteered to chair the event for 
us. The dates are as follows for your next years calendar: 
June 9 & 23, July 4 (Thur), 14 & 28 , August 11 & 25, 
Sept. 8 & 22  



"The best laid plans of mice and men..."   In my defense I will say that my thank you list 
from the Summer Readers Theatre was complete when it began last month.   But as it went 
through formatting and redoing, I lost an actor and a lot of Technical Help.  A thank you to 
David B. Williams for his wonderful portrayal of Gordon Bennett in The Old Days.  And I 
doubt anything would have been seen without my Technical Help & Advice guys: Tom 
Aller , Mike Drees, Joe Swigert, Will White .   Susan Edington, who was in charge of 
Greeters & Clickers all summer, morphed into Sus Edington.   And my thank you to Shirley Gibson and Karen 
White who obtained our beautiful, deeply-loved, claret-colored stage drapery somehow disappeared.   
My apologies to all.    
      1000 people saw our shows last summer, and I am constantly surprised by strangers stopping to ask what we're 
doing next year...I'm still looking for ideas.   Drop me a note if you think of a possibility (jans194@aol.com). 

 
ANNUAL SALE 

We've set our dates and have drop off times in place.  Don't forget to ask your neighbors if they'd like to donate 
anything.  Ask friends.   The more we get, the better our sale.  We have a great reputation for having quality goods.  
Let's keep up the good work.   And we always need help, especially during the final week of Monday Nov 5 
through the sale.   We have a good time with this one.   You'll feel like you've been part of the group forever once 
you spend an hour laughing.     
 

MEET DARLENE ROTH 
Let me start in a roundabout way by saying I don't usually eat lunch, or even go for coffee.  Most days, I'm just 
running too fast; I chill out at the dog park at the end of the day.   But Darlene Roth, who will be speaking to us on 
Saturday, October 13, suggested we get together for coffee 'or whatever' since we'd met only once and never 
really talked, and so we did. 
        Two and half hours later, we parted company, after a conversation involving history, ideas, personal thoughts, 
possibilities.  I left energized and amazed at the experience. To tell you that you don't want to miss this program is 
to understate the case.   
        Basics: Darlene was born in CA, grew up in Burbank.  She received a BA from UC Berkeley and a PhD from 
George Washington U in D.C.  She moved back to California in 2007 to assist her parents who were already in 
their 90's (Her dad is still going at 98).   
        Between degrees and her arrival on the Central Coast, there is a career.   A pioneer public historian, she 
established one of the first two public history businesses in the country, wrote and/or published studies and reports 
for the National Park Service, the Atlanta Bicentennial Commission, the State of Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources, just to name a few.  She created historic preservation objectives still being followed for several cities.  
She is a creative exhibition planner with another list of credits from a variety of museums and public spaces. 
        Since returning to California, Darlene serves on the board for the California Council for Promotion of History, 
an organization for history professionals and on the editorial board for The Public Historian.  She has consulted 
with local museums including designing exhibits for The SLO History Center, advising Dana Adobe on 
interpretive and collections management, and has advised SLO RR Museum on some aspects of their development. 
        She retired from museum consulting in 2011 to focus on writing.   The author of nine works of Atlanta and 
Georgia history, she has written creative pieces and memoirs, two of which were published in 2006, and is 
currently at work on books having to do with 'approaches to history'.    She is speaking to us on the first three 
points of a book titled Seven Powerful Secrets of Personal History.   
        In her words, "Everyone is a part of history; there is power in knowing which part you are; personal history is 
the key to your worldview."   If that sounds lofty, I can promise you that Ms. Roth is both conversational and 
compelling.  She is an experienced and fascinating speaker who weaves magic with words.   Whether you ever 
plan to write your personal history or not, she will make you think about yourself and your place in history in a 
whole new way.    

Trust me this once.  Don't miss this program! 
 
 
 

CURATOR OF COLLECTIONS CURATOR OF COLLECTIONS                                         

Jan ScottJan ScottJan Scott   
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The History of the Spelling Bee 
 
The word “bee” refers to a gathering of 
people in which all participate in a single 
activity such as sewing or quilting. A spelling bee is a 
competition where contestants, usually children, are 
asked to spell words. The first known printed evidence of 
the phrase “Spelling Bee” was found in 1825, although 
we know spelling bees started before this time. It is 
thought that the interest in spelling bees started with the 
Noah Webster spelling books, known as the “Blue 
Backed Speller”.  First published in 1786, Webster’s 
spellers were a part of the elementary school curriculum 
in the United Stated for 5 generations.  Today the 
Merriam-Webster unabridged dictionary is the main 
reference used in spelling bee contests. 
          The first National Spelling Bee was held in 
Washington, D.C. in 1925.  It was arranged by the 
Courier-Journal, a newspaper in Louisville, Kentucky.  It 
was won by an 11 year old boy, Frank Neuhauser.  In 
1941, the Scripps Howard News Service acquired 
sponsorship of the contest, which eventually became 
known as the Scripps National Spelling Bee. Since 1994, 
the National Spelling Bee’s championship rounds have 
been broadcast on ESPN, except for a short time, when 
they were broadcast on ABC. 
            Students usually start competing in the 
elementary grades or middle school.  Spelling bees are 
held annually at local and regional levels.  Regional 
winners are eligible for the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee.  Not only are contestants from the United States, but 
also Canada, Mexico, Jamaica, New Zealand, Ghana, the 
Bahamas and overseas military bases.  Contestants must 
be under 16 years of age and have not completed the 
eighth grade. 
             An official study booklet is available free online.  
Most schools and regional bees use the official study 
booklet.  Formerly known as “Words of the Champions”, 
the title was change to “Spell it!” in 2006.  The booklet is 
published by Merriam-Webster in association with the 
National Spelling Bee.  The booklet is divided into 
sections by language of origin, with exercises and 
activities in each section.  It is changed yearly. 
             There was no Scripps National Spelling Bee 
during the war years of 1943 – 1945.  Co-champions 
were declared in 1950, 1957 and 1962.  Of the 87 
champions, 46 have been girls and 41 have been boys.  
The winner of the Scripps National Spelling Bee is 
awarded cash prizes and a trophy.  Nine finalists are 
invited to meet the president of the United States. 
                  The South County Historical Society is having 
it’s annual Spelling Bee.  It will be during the Harvest 
Festival, on September 29 at the Santa Manuela 
Schoolhouse, near the swinging bridge.  3rd and 4th grades 
will be at 1:00, 5th and 6th grades will be at 2:00 and 7th 
and 8th grades with be at 3:00.  Sign ups with be at 12:00. 
Each participant will receive a Doc Burnstein’s Ice 
Cream gift certificate with special prizes for 1st and 2nd 
place.  Please invite students you may know! 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION 
DIRECTOR—  

VIVIAN KRUG  
It so exciting to once again be co-chair 
of our hometown Arroyo Grande 
Valley Harvest Festival which this year 
is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee, its 
75th year! 
     The first Harvest Festival was 
organized by the Woman’s Club in 

1937.  It was a two-day celebration held in an elementary school 
building.  Food, booths and entertainment were held in the 
classrooms and a children’s pet parade took place on the 
Saturday of the Festival.  The Woman’s Club ran the Festival 
until 1946 when they asked for community supporters to take 
over.  The Festival continued to grow and became the primary 
annual event in the entire Valley.  Many folks talk about how 
they used to dress up the entire week of the festival and work on 
their floats for the parade all year.  We’re proud to announce that 
this year’s Grand Marshal is the Woman’s Club without whom 
our festival would not exist. It is also the Woman’s Club 75th 
anniversary! 
     The Festival is organized and conducted completely by 
volunteers and almost every community organization and service 
club is involved in at least one of the activities. 
     The Historical Society is 
involved in several Festival 
activities.  The Schoolhouse is the 
setting for the kids Spelling Bee 
which is conducted by Linda Kime. 
     The costume contest is 
orchestrated by Ross Kongable 
who will be snapping photos of 
costumed festival goers behind 
Gina’s Restaurant and in front of 
our old town backdrop and stage 
coach.  We’re encouraging our 
historical society members to dress 
in costume and show this town our 
spirit!  And not only that, you may 
win a cash prize! 
     The Barn will be the location for Gary Hoving and Sam 
Cotton to display their old west firearms and badges and the 
Heritage House Gardens are the spot for the baking competition.  
So Society members, pull out those wonderful recipes that have 
been handed down through the generations and enter them in 
this exciting contest with big prizes! 
     And we can’t forget the IOOF Hall which is in the center of 
the agriculture pavilion, whose parking lot will be the location 
for farm animals, the grape stomp and entertainment.  Step 
inside and you will find displays of our agricultural past put 
together by our farming families and POVE, with Ella 
Honeycutt in the lead. 
     This year we’re also giving cash prizes for our homegrown 
vegetable, fruit and flower competition.  You can enter a single 
flower or a bouquet, a tomato, any vegetables you’ve grown, 
pumpkins, berries and more.  If you grew it, bring it to the 
agriculture pavilion (across from the IOOF Hall) and enter, it’s 
free!     All the Society museums will be open from 12-4 on 
Saturday for your enjoyment during the Festival, so make sure 
you come join in the fun! 
     For more information on the festival, the contests, 
entertainment and more, visit www.agharvestfestival.com 
 

Hope to see you there!  If you see me, make sure to stop me and 
let me take your photo for this year’s Festival Photo Album! 
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Kirk’s Korner continued 
 
Steve, laid out the plan and went to work.  Joe 
Swigert used a soaker hose on alternating sides of 
the tree on and off over a period of weeks.  Steve 
used all his skills, including injecting the tree.  At 
one point it looked like it was wearing a necklace of 
bottles.  The watering cycle continues.  Take a look 
at the 'after' picture and see what you think.  A big 
thanks to Vivian Krug  for these wonderful photos.  
Notice the ring of grass where the soaker hose was 
placed. 
 
We've done everything we can to make this story 
have a happy ending, but it has been a costly, 
unbudgeted expense.  We felt we owed it to you and 
the tree to do our best, and right now, things are 
looking up.  We don't know what's in store, but to 
pay for water and the care, we're hoping you can 
help.  If you can spare a hundred or only a dollar, 
please send something to help  cover our efforts.  
That old oak was growing there before the Pauldings 
ever knew of Arroyo Grande.  Heck, it's been 
growing there before there was an Arroyo Grande.  
We're just trying to give her a chance. 

BEFORE 

AFTER 



Notice to Members 

Regular Board Meetings are held at 6:00 pm  
on the third Wednesday of each month  

(except June, July, December) 
at the IOOF Hall on Bridge Street in Arroyo Grande 

Board Meetings are open to Society members and the public.   

PO Box 633 
Arroyo Grande CA 93421 

 

visit our website 
www.SouthCountyHistory.org 

Friend us on Facebook 
 

email 
SCHS76@sbcglobal.net 

Non-Profit Org 
US Postage Paid 
Arroyo Grande  

CA   93421 
PERMIT 15 

Darlene Roth 
Historian - Museum Professional - Author  

"Everyone is a part of history;  
there is power in knowing which part you are;  

personal history is the key.” 
 

Darlene Roth will make you think about yourself and your place in history in a whole new 
way. 

Powerful Secrets  

of  Personal History 

Save the Day !!! 

Saturday, October 13th 
3 pm 

at the IOOF Hall 

Mark Your C
alen

dars -
 Oct 3

 

% BENEFIT TO SCHS at 

McLINTOCKS SALOON 


